
Student Living Portfolio



David Cox Architects has a broad and long experience in procuring purpose built student accommodation. 
We have worked with a variety of clients  using various procurement routes and methods of construction.

We use design to create value.

We are looking for operators and developers who are interested in working with a team who are keen to 
use design and spatial planning to achieve:

• Optimum site densities to create value.
• Optimising building procurement to maximise profit.
• Using traditional construction techniques as well as off site techniques to tailor schemes to site, 

timescales and budgets.
• Using technology and building information modelling to streamline building procurement and realise 

best value and reliability.



Allen Street, Sheffield
A proposed development of 289 studios in Sheffield, close to both University of 
Sheffield and Sheffield Hallam University, successfully receiving planning permission 
in September 2018. Councillor Peter Price, Shiregreen and Brightside ward, said: “I 
think it’s brilliant. It’s one of the best student developments I’ve seen all year." 

Well being and student experience are an important part of the design with communal 
facilities include a games and socialising space, study rooms, gym, living room, 
rooftop terrace and rooftop study areas. 



Urban Hub, Preston
Urban Hub is a proposed development of 425 studios in Preston on the edge of 
Uclan’s main campus. Planning approval was granted in April 2018. 

Two retail units will enliven the frontage to the major arterial route running in front 
of the building and a large courtyard offers a secluded respite from the city for the 
students. Additionally, a large roof top terrace, library and gym will be provided.  

Urban Hub is due to start on site in early 2019.



The Tramshed, Preston
Completed in 2017, The Tramshed has become Preston’s leading student 
accommodation. Rooms for 316 students are complemented by the best offering in 
communal space and courtyard gardens which the city has to offer. 

Using design to add value by providing 472 beds per acre compared to an adjacent 
scheme yielding only 332 beds per acre. The building includes retail units on thr 
ground floor and is located in the heart of Uclan’s campus.



Canterbury Hall, Preston
Completed in Autumn 2018, Canterbury Hall offers Preston's first completed studio 
scheme with 191 studios close to Uclan's campus. The massing reinforces the 
streetscene on this busy junction on a main road into Preston city centre, and 
successfully negotiates a change in scale between the monumental church above the 
site and the more intimate sized pub below.

Aimed at the more mature student, the halls will offer a wide range of communal 
facilities including a lounge, cinema room and gym as well as a roof top terrace. 



Stoke Irish Club, Stoke-on-Trent 
Completed in Autumn 2018, Stoke Irish Club offers 291 studios close to Staffordshire 
University. 

The scheme forms the first phase in a development which is planned to 
accommodate 1650 students over the next five years.

The scheme is being constructed using a Light Gauge Steel Frame structure, 
manufactured off site to condense build time and follow a modular construction.



Lofthaus, Preston
The LoftHaus is a luxury student housing development that aims to enhance the 
cityscape of Preston with a new look. The planning application has been submitted 
and is awaiting determination. 

The natural environment has influenced and inspired various aspects of the design 
including both form and function. The high level roof garden is a feature that has been 
a focal point for design to provide and area of natural retreat in the heart of the city.



The Box, Preston
Forming an extension to an existing student accommodation block, The Box provides 
20 new en-suite bedrooms arranged into 4 cluster flats and 8 penthouse studio 
bedrooms. Due to be completed by the end of 2018. 

Due to the site's context, the design had to be carefully considered and utilises a 
traditional brick finish to the lower elevations to respect the existing street scene.  
A metal-clad pavilion is proposed for the upper floor to introduce a contemporary 
aesthetic.



Foundry II, Loughborough
Foundry II provides 102 bedrooms in cluster-flats with a large communal area 
for students at The University of Loughborough. The scheme was completed in 
September 2017.

This project was delivered on a very tight timescale and to a limited budget using 
Cross Laminated Timber Construction with the structure pre-fabricated off site in
Austria. Aspects of the timber walls are exposed internally to give the development a 
unique character. 



Jubilee Court, Preston
A development of 221 cluster bedrooms and 20 studios with management and
communal facilities located close to Uclan's campus. 

The scheme was constructed as a timber frame with brick slip cladding and areas of 
render and aluminium cladding.



Boatmans Court, Preston
Completed in 2008, this scheme of cluster bedrooms serves the University of Central 
Lancashire and is located very close to their main campus.

Accommodation for 75 students was achieved on a very tight site on Preston’s Marsh 
Lane in this project.  The block raised the bar on this street in terms of massing, and 
an imaginative use of colours and materials.



David Cox Architects is:

• experienced in a wide range of construction techniques including modular and off site methods of construction 
including:

  CLT - Cross Laminated Timber Construction 
  Timber Frame
  Steel Frame
  Concrete Frame 
  Modular Construction

• fully BIM compliant - the whole office works in BIM software and has been doing so since 1997

• busy across a number of sectors including:

  retail
  commercial
  developer residential
  private residential
  religious buildings
  hospitality
  community projects

• hungry for work in the PBSA and hospitality sectors and keen to develop relationships with new and existing clients.

• committed to achieving value and a return on investment using design and imagination.
 
If you have a potential project or site which needs a feasibility study then please give us a call. 



David Cox

David Cox Architects
1 Ribblesdale Place
Preston, PR1 3NA

office@davidcoxarchitects.co.uk

01772 821 444


